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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By: CJ Quitoriano

Hello fellow Club member!
I am pleased to say that we had a very successful Fair, and that I would like to thank every one of you who volunteered your time and efforts to be there and support your club!
I especially want to thank Steve W. for helping us set up, price everything, and for his generous donation of the stands for our jewelry, and filled a whole case with his thunder eggs! Thanks Steve!
He also volunteered to demonstrate, as did Lorelei, Christine, Anthony, and Ray, so a big thank you from me to all of you too.
Also, thank you to our security, Gordon, Bonnie, Rick and Chanel!
A HUGE thank you to Sandy for making all those little critters! If not of you we would have run out halfway through the Fair! Sandy also made those nifty cards with our prices on them! Thanks Sandy!
This would be a very long list if I thanked everyone by name who came to the Fair and worked, so I just want to say, to all of you who worked and donated, and supported us!
THANKS!!!

Our next meeting will be an ice cream social! We have invited the public to this event, so we may have a lot of new faces! Along with ice cream, we will play Rock Bingo! So please, bring some nice specimens of rock, mineral, jewelry, or whatever you can spare for prizes! Thank you in advance for your generous donations!

Before I leave office, I would like to get an inventory of our equipment, so everyone who has a Genie, a saw, or any other equipment, please have information in regards to its whereabouts and condition at the next meeting. There should be a box out there somewhere for one of the Genies that needs to be accounted for, it most likely had some 
parts for the Genie, so if you have it, please bring it to the meeting so it can go with the Genie.

Speaking of leaving office, so far no one has been nominated for President. I think, after speaking too many of you, that some are under the impression that being the President means doing everything that I do. It doesn't! Honestly!
The President's duties are to preside over the meetings and make sure that everyone else is doing their jobs! If you have good committee heads, which we do, you don't have to worry about the rest!
The Treasurer that we have, Susan, does an awesome job, and if she ever steps down she and Jules have the knowledge to pass on everything about the job to someone new.
Our Secretary, Lorelei, does a great job and needs no prompting by the President to do it.
Elaine, Mary, Ray, Paul, Ruth, Rhonda, Jonathan, and Christine all have a good grasp on what they need to do, and all the President needs to do is ask them what they are doing next!
I have been the Show, Fair, and Poppy Chair for a few years now, and if the new President wishes, I will continue in these jobs. If not, I can show the new chair what needs to be done.
So think about it! 

See you all at the next meeting, September 22!

CJ

We also need slabs, rocks, critters, and grab bags for the next show, poppy and Fair, so don't forget to keep collecting these throughout the year!
ARTICLES FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER ARE DUE TO THE EDITOR BY THE 15th OF EACH MONTH!
********************************

September Program
ROCK BINGO!
(Please bring prizes to donate)
********************************

SPECIAL KIDS ACTIVITY FOR JUNIOR ROCKHOUNDS
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Calendar of Events! [image: image2.emf]
9/22     General Meeting
10/13   Board Meeting
10/27   General Meeting
September Refreshments
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Field Trips - by Paul Hobbs

Fall is almost here and we are soooo looking forward to cooler whether so we can out in the desert and HUNT ROCKS.  I hope you all are looking forward to a great collecting season. Again, please feel free to let me know if you have interest in any particular collecting spot and I will see what I can do about making it a club field trip.

We hope to see many of you on our September Fieldtrip 9/26. Details were provided in last month's bulletin. Meet at 8:00 am at the Sunshine Market parking lot. 13015 Clay Mine Road, North Edwards (off the 58 Freeway just west of the town of Boron) 


The October Field trip will be Saturday October 10th to The GEM O RAMA in Trona. Feel free to attend both days, but I will only be there Saturday, the 10th for both the Mud Trip and Blow Hole.  This is fun, fun, fun time for the whole family. Kids love this trip. Come play in the mud!! Ruth and I will be lining up, registering early and walking over the the Pancake breakfast at 7:45 am.  Join us, or simply line up, register and we will see you in the MUD.  Having done this trip over 15 times, we will have tips to share at the next general meeting and via email but feel free to call or email me with any questions. 

74th  ANNUAL  GEM-O-RAMA 

October 10-11, 2015
 Saturday 7:30AM to 5PM - Sunday 7:30AM to 4PM 
SLG&MS Lapidary and Show Building  - 13337 Main St. (corner of Main & Trona Rd.) 
TRONA, CALIFORNIA 
*** 
FIELD TRIPS - you drive your own car 

SEARLES DRY LAKE  - ( 2 each 2 1/2 hour trips on Saturday,  one 4 1/2 hours on Sunday) 
Registration: 7:30-9:00 am  and 1:30-2:30 pm - you must register during these times to go on field trips 
 Mud Trip- Saturday Only – 
Departs ONLY at 9AM- Cluster & barrel hanksite, trona, borax -  $15 per CAR 
 Blow Hole - Saturday Only –

 Departs ONLY at 2:30PM- Hanksite, halite, borax, sulfohalite - dry surface- $15 per CAR 
  Pink Halite - Sunday Only - Departs ONLY at 9AM- In brine, beneath hard salt - $20 per CAR 
 Pinnacles National Natural Landmark     
Self guided, information at show -  FREE 
 Searles Valley Minerals' Plants  - Saturday only: 10:40,11:25, 12:10, 12:55 and 1:40  - in bus - FREE 
*** 
SEARLES LAKE PINK HALITE 
FROM THE SOURCE - WHOLESALE PRICES 
All Pink Halite collected with permission of Searles Valley Minerals 
*** 
OTHER SHOW ACTIVITIES 
20 Dealers - 50 exhibits - Geode cutting and sales - Demonstration - Games - Gem dig - Free parking 
Snacks & drinks - Grand Prize Drawing - Hourly door prizes 
Good Food in Catered Cafeteria in Show Building  
LUNCH: Sat. and Sun. - 10AM to 4PM    DINNER: Fri. ($10.00) and Sat. ($10.00)- 5PM to 7PM
*** 
COMMUNITY EVENTS 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST- TRONA COMMUNITY CHURCH (2 blocks north of show) 
Sat. 6 to 10AM, Sun. 6 to 9AM  -  Adults: $5.00, children under 7: $3.00 
Large groups - make advanced reservations for prompt service - call Gini Schwartz (760)372-5720 
TRONA SCHOOLS -  ALL YEAR HOMECOMING  - Friday & Saturday
OLD GUEST HOUSE MUSEUM - Sat. 9AM to 4PM, Sun. 9AM to 2PM
TRONA'S HISTORY HOUSE  - Sat. 11AM to 4PM, Sun. 10AM to 2PM
*** 
ACCOMMODATIONS 
 VALLEY WELLS RECREATION AREA   - 5.3 miles north of show, $8/vehicle (dry camp, no resv.) 
Find LOCAL AREA MOTELS   (Most in Ridgecrest, 25 miles west)
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Empress of Uruguay

The world's largest amethyst cathedral!

Submitted by; Gordon Butler
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http://www.strangecosmos.com/content/item/196445.html#theContent
August-September-October
BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY
Birthdays
August
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     Peridot

Gladiolus

8/6

Jean Jensen

8/12 
Linda Bravo


8/12

Ron Lawrence


September
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       Sapphire


Aster

9/6

Stephanie Chun

9/21

Christina Krall

9/25

Lauryn Smith

9/27

Jim Betz

9/29

Terry Ryan

9/30

Danielle Mendez

October
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      Opal

Marigold

10/9

CJ Quitoriano

10/10
Cynthia Haven

10/14
Pamela Birge

10/17
Paula Smith

10/26
Dan French

10/29
Rick Guethein

Anniversaries

8/8

Dessie & Ken Vaughan


Rosie & Alan Richardson

9/22

CJ & Ray Quitoriano
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THE CLUB E-MAIL

avgemclub@gmail.com 
CLUB WEBSITE
www.avgem.weebly.com
I am always in need of photos from meetings, field trips and events to consider for use on the website.  If you have posted any on Facebook and are willing for me to use them on the club's website, let me know!  (As a reminder, here is the club's website address: http://avgem.weebly.com.  My contact info is on the last page of the club bulletin - your copy, not online version.) Thanks!  Rhonda 

 
AV FAIR BOOTH
By Gordon Butler

Another Antelope Valley Fair has come and gone. I thought I’d write a little note about working the club booth.
I know it seems a little daunting stepping into the booth and seeing all the goodies we sell to help raise money for the scholarships. The thought of being there for a few hours handling money and talking to people in not everyone’s cup of tea, but it really can be fun and educational.
Every time I work the booth, even at the Poppy Festival, I learn more about the gems and minerals we seek. I learn to recognize the different rocks and find out where they can be found.
I enjoy talking to the Fair visitors checking out the goodies and encouraging their interest in gems and minerals. I enjoy working the spin game and the mine and seeing the kids when they win that coveted rock, arrowhead, dinosaur diorama, or spider sucker.
When I get the chance, I enjoy watching the various demos; polishing, glass bead and critter making, and wire wrapping. I keep thinking I might try one of those one of these days.
And another thing, “security” duty can be a lot of fun too. I found everyone I talked to very accommodating and never had a problem getting them to put a top on their drinks or taking their uncovered food back outside until they were done eating. It certainly wasn’t difficult and we perform a needed function to keep the arts and crafts area clean and spill-free.
So, next year, don’t be afraid to volunteer. You would really help the club, help the scholarship fund, and you’ll have a great time.
Gordon Butler
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Antelope Valley Gem & Mineral 

7-28-15 General Meeting Minutes

The meeting was brought to order at 7:10.

Flag salute was said.

Those present Members - 38 Guests - 4

Smithsonite from Cerro Gordo was given out to the kids.

Door prize drawing was won by Lana, Sheila, Elaine and Gordon.

Badge Drawing was won by Danny in the amount of $5.

Elaine has badges for those whose name were called.

Program -Steve is showing us how to set up a case for the Fair.

Fair signup sheets are being passed around.

We will have a signup sheet at the Fair for people to sign up for future classes at the

clubhouse.

2nd Program - Jonathan gave a talk on Mercury.

Bill Little will have a slide show of pictures he took on the Cerro Gordo field trip

playing on his computer during the break.

Christine shared the pictures and material that will be used to make the vests for our Jr.

Rockhounds.

BREAK 50/50 tickets and Vote on Rockhound of the month.

Committee Reports -

Treasurer’s Report - everything balanced and good

Federation Director - Camp Paradise will be the end of August.

Bulletin - If you didn’t get one through email please check with Susan to make sure she has your correct address.

Field Trip - No field trip this month. The Sept. one will be announced.

Membership - We have five new members.

Refreshments - Sept will be Elaine and Carol.

Program - Sept will be an ice cream social and rock bingo.

Future Rockhounds - will be setting up a work day to get ready to enter a case at the Fair.

AALA - nothing pending at this time.

Trailer (Clubhouse) news - Working tomorrow at 10 on the floor.

Scholarships - We had 47 applications of which four were chosen. Those were read along with an alternate. We voted to accept three plus the alternate.

Bag Stuffing and BBQ Potluck at the trailer on Aug. 15th at 10:00

Nominations - We need someone to run for president for next year.

Rockhound of the month - Trop

50/50 - Carol Trees

Meeting adjourned at 9:04
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Antelope Valley Gem & Mineral 

 9-8-2015 Board Meeting Minutes
Meeting was brought to order at 7:17

Those present CJ, Ray, Jerry, Lorelei, Ruth, Marcia, Jim, Gordon, Elaine and Mary.

Minutes were read and accepted. Jim made a motion and Gordon 2nd it.

There was a discussion on the Fair sales. CJ suggested that someone make a board identifying the items that are in the grab bags. Marcia suggested that would be a good job for the Jr. Rockhounds. New Member badges were discussed. Should we charge more? CJ will bring it up at the meeting.

Field trips - September’s will be to North Edwards for travertine on Sept 26th. Meet at the Sunshine Market.

More info will be in the bulletin.

Refreshments - The club will be buying the items needed for the ice cream social.

Program - none It was discussed if we should have Rock Bingo again, we will.

Someone emailed the club asking if we could send someone to give a presentation to his Troop. CJ will call Jonathan to see if he is interested.

Publicity - Ice cream social will be posted in the paper.

Marcia told us that the paper is doing an article on Cerro Gordo and would like more info and pictures. Our club will be mentioned at the end of the article. They might also be interested in doing an article on Zyzzx.

Scholarships - Letters have not been sent out yet. The winners will be invited to come to our September meeting to accept them and meet us. Rejection letters will also be sent.

Bingo - Bring rocks to give as prizes. Some of the rock chip bracelets may also be given.

Mary brought up that we need to watch our words when we are representing the club. You never know who is listening and we don’t want to give a bad impression.

Spring Show - CJ will call tomorrow and set up the dates.

Old Business - The committee needs to finish work on the floor. They will meet in early Oct. Jerry and Ray will try to get a look at it sooner.

Next month’s board meeting will be held at Jerry and Lorelei’s on Oct. 13th.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:20.
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2015 Local CFMS Show Listings

September 26 & 27: LODI, CA

Stockton Lapidary and Mineral Society

Lodi Grape Festival Grounds

413 East Lockeford Street

Hours: 10am – 5pm Daily

Jerold Kyle (209) 368-9411

jeroldkyle@yahoo.com
stocktonlapidary.com 

September 26 & 27: DOWNEY, CA

Delvers Gem & Mineral Society

Elks Lodge

11233 Woodruff Avenue

Hours: Sat. 9-5; Sun. 9-4

Dale Hardwood (310) 217-0551

nancybird@verizon.net 

Sept. 30 – Oct. 4: JOSHUA TREE, CA

Hi-Desert Rockhounds

Sportsman’s Club of Joshua Tree

6225 Sunburst Street

Hours: 9a.m. – 6p.m. Daily

Judy Thompson (760) 902-5340

rogerthompson@mac.com
http://jtsportsmansclub.com/gem.html
October 3 & 4: VISTA, CA

Vista Gem & Mineral Society

Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum

2040 North Santa Fe Avenue

Hours: Sat.10-5; Sun 10-4 

Ray Pearce (760) 535-5524

vistarocksgms@gmail.com 

October 3 & 4: BORON, CA

Mojave Mineralogical Society

Boron Park

12000 Boron Avenue

Hours: 9 am – 4 pm Daily

Steve Breckenridge (760) 559-0872

rock5b@starband.net 

October 10 & 11: TRONA, CA

Searles Lake Gem & Mineral Society

SLG&MS Show Building

13337 Main Street

Hours: Sat. 7-5 & Sun 7-4

Jim & Bonnie Fairchild (760) 372-5356

slgms@iwvisp.com   www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub/ 

October 17: WEST HILLS, CA

Woodland Hills Rock Chippers

First United Methodist Church

22700 Sherman Way

Hours 10am-5pm

Anita Niles (818) 349-2943

Info@rockchippers.org 

www.rockchippers.org 

October 17 & 18: WHITTIER, CA

Whittier Gem & Mineral Society

Whittier Community Center

7630 Washington Avenue

Hours: 10am – 5pm Daily

Marcia Goetz (626) 260-7239

November 7 & 8: ANAHEIM, CA
American Opal Society

The Phoenix Club 

1340 South Sanderson Avenue

Hours: Sat. 10-6; Sun. 10-5

Veronica Purpura (714) 501-9959

info@opalsociety.org
http://opalsociety.org 

November 7 & 8: RIDGECREST, CA

Indian Wells Gem & Mineral Society

Desert Empire Fairgrounds

520 South Richmond Road

Hours: 8am – 5pm Daily

John DeRosa (760) 375-7905

jfrocks@dslextreme.com 

November 7 & 8: OXNARD, CA

Oxnard Gem & Mineral Society

Oxnard Performing Arts Center

800 Hobson Way

Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4

Josephine Martinez (805) 701-1826

josephinecmartinez@gmail.com 

oxnardgem.com
http://www.oxnardgem.com/html/gem_show.html
November 14 & 15: YUBA CITY, CA

Sutter Buttes Gem & Mineral Society

Yuba Sutter Fairgrounds-Franklin Hall

442 Franklin Avenue

Hours: Sat. 9-5; Sun. 9-4

Katie Slightam (530) 673-9649

mktalternatives@comcast.net 

November 14 & 15: YUBA CITY, CA

Sutter Buttes Gem & Mineral Society

Yuba-Sutter Fairgrounds

442 Franklin Avenue

Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4

Katie Slightam (530) 673-9649

www.sutterbuttes.net 

November 21 & 22: APPLE VALLEY, CA
Victor Valley Gem & Miner Club

Victor Valley Museum

11872 Apple Valley Rd. 

Hours: Sat. 9-5; Sun. 9-4

Ed Skidmore (760) 243-2330

vp-shows@vvgmc.org 

http://www.vvgmc.org/gem-show 
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See you at the MEETING!
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