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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By: CJ Quitoriano
Well folks!

We have a shop! I know I already said so in emails, but I just wanted to say it again for those who didn't read it! LOL!

Now we need to build stairs for it, have it hooked up to the electricity and water, and start getting it ready for equipment.

This is going to take some time and a bit of work.

Ray and Sunny have plans to run electricity to Ray's shop, and then from there we will need to run it to the trailer. We will need to vote on the expense of wire and any other material expenses. Ray and I will pay for the ditch witch to dig the trench.

We are going to need volunteers to help get the stairs built, and shelves for storage and tables for machinery, and I am asking each of you to think about what you can help with.

If you have any ideas or want to volunteer, please see Ray, he is going to be put in charge of getting the trailer up to speed.

Wait, let me go tell him....he said okay, it took a while, but he said okay. It would be great if we could have a committee in regards to the trailer, please think about it and let Ray know if you can help out with what needs to be done.

We are having our bag stuffing BBQ extravaganza on Saturday, March 30th. That is a change from what we talked about at the last meeting, sorry, but I thought if we are going to BBQ and stuff bags at my house, the least I could do was be there!

I think it's going to be tri-tip. I will need to get a count of who all is coming and what you can bring.

The club can supply the drinks.

At the board meeting we discussed the possibility of having a junior meeting prior to the regular meeting, it would be great if we could get more juniors, currently we have 4. If you have kids, grandkids, nieces, nephews, neighbors, that are interested in learning about our hobby, bring them to the meeting! Jenn is going to be getting the kids into the badge program, and kids love to earn badges!

We will be needing volunteers for the Poppy Festival, you don't need to work all day, just a few hours will do! Then you can run around the Festival and check it out for free!! Let Susan and Steve and Carey know when you can work and if you can help set up and tear down. Remember, it's YOUR club and this is a great opportunity to advertise our club and the show. The Poppy Festival is April 20-21, and guess what? That's the weekend before our show! We will have show flyers to hand out, and information flyers for our club, so come and help us out!

I think that's all for now, see you at the meeting!
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RAFFLE TICKETS-RAFFLE TICKETS-RAFFLE TICKETS

Lorelei has Raffle Tickets available! Please pick up your Raffle Tickets!!!

Tickets are $1 - each or 6 - $5.00

Our goal is for each & every member to sell at least 30 Raffle Tickets.  

There is a $25.00 prize for the member selling the most

 Raffle Tickets!!! 

Will you be the winner???  

Please return Raffle Tickets and money to Lorelei

Thank you for supporting your Club!

Club T-Shirts

We have club t-shirts available for purchase. 

Reminder!   

Our club show is not too far away 

Wear club colors!

Rick

CLUB WEBSITE
Just a reminder that you can get information about upcoming events through our website, or can make contact with those who should know.  I continue to get more and more of it updated a little at a time.  Here's the web address:  http://avgem.weebly.com.   If you forget that, you can always google "Antelope Valley Gem and Mineral Club" and it should come up first or close to it.   I'm always open to comments and suggestions as well!    Rhonda
FIELD TRIPS
When:
April-20th
Where:
 North Edwards
We will be meeting at 9:00am at the North Edwards store.
What:
Wood-Agate-Onyx and 

Pastel Rhyolite
Don’t forget to bring a Stone for the monthly contest!
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March Rock of the Month!

Bring your favorite 
Aquamarine or Blue Stone!!!
*REMEMBER *

ARTICLES FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER ARE DUE TO THE EDITOR BY THE 3rd SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH!!!
Refreshments

THANK YOU TO ROSIE & ALAN RICHARDSON AND JULES FICKE 
FOR PROVIDING THE MARCH REFRESHMENTS!!! 
APRIL ICE CREAM SOCIAL!!!

SLABS

The Club needs your help! We need any extra slabs you have laying around. The slabs will be used to make critters for the spinning wheel at the Fair!

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

SHOW REPORT

Hello again!
It's show time folks!
Yes, it's almost here.
This year we hope to top last year's show and have twice the turn out.
I am hoping to see each of you at the show.
We need some help with a few things:
Slabs for critters
Critters
Small rocks for kid's grab bags 
Items for the hourly drawings (small inexpensive things)
Items for the silent auction (rock related, rocks, books, etc) time to clean out some unwanted, yet still valuable items you might have laying around!
Items for the raffle (a little more expensive items) if you know of people who would like to donate items, please ask them. Their names will be put on the item and it might be good for their business! If you wire wrap, bead string, cab, silver work, etc. it would be greatly appreciated if you made a piece or two for donation to the raffle! Remember, this is probably our biggest money maker for the club at the show.
Polished stones-if you have a tumbler, please get tumbling! If you need material, let the members know, I'm sure we can provide tumble material!
We will need baked goods for the dinner Friday night and for sale at the food booth, so think about what you can bring.
Side dish sign up sheets will be available at the next two meetings.
Sign up sheets for shifts will also be at the meetings
Susan emailed everyone flyers, so print some up and start thinking of where you can put them out. If you have kids, they can give some to their teachers.
We need to reach out to the schools, kids are the future of our club, and getting them to the show is the beginning of having them as members.
If you have any suggestions as to how to make our show better, please feel free to let us know, we are open to suggestions, and appreciate any help in improving our show.
Thank you to those of you who have already volunteered your time!
CJ
Show Chair
Club Scrapbook Committee
Lorelei Paland

 

  Our 2012 Scrapbook is finished and will be at the March meeting for viewing before being sent in for judging.  

     I'm already starting on the Scrapbook for 2013 and would appreciate it if you write letters to your Congressman regarding park and land closures, etc.  I will need a copy of your letter and also a copy of any letter sent back to you.  I also need any information you pick up at and about other Shows.

     You can either give me the info at the meetings or email me at rhinesiren@att.net.
Thank you so much.

Lorelei~
Club T-Shirts

We have club t-shirts available for purchase. 

Reminder!   

Our club show is not too far away 

Wear club colors!             Rick G.
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HAPPY EASTER!
HAPPY MARCH
 BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY
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March Aquamarine & Daffodil
Happy Birthday!
Ruth Hildalgo 

    
- March 10th
Susan Chaisson-Walblom  
- March 20th
Happy Anniversary!
Jules & Mary Ficke
    
- March 12th
Sheila Berger

    
- March 18th
David & Susan Walblom    
- March 22nd
Ed & Rhonda Hedgecock   
- March 28th
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Antelope Valley Gem & Mineral Club

General Meeting Minutes – February 2013

24 members, 8 guests

Call to Order 7:14 pm, Pledge of Allegiance, Happy Birthday to Vivian

Minutes and Treasurer’s report read and approved. $2,700 transferred from savings to checking.

Bulletin: There will be two newsletters in March, Susan needs articles for newsletter, rock of the month and minutes by the 15th.
Field trips: This month’s field trip is to the Stoddard Wells show. If Danny schedules a field trip he goes since the weather could be much better there than it is in town. Rhonda will put info on website/facebook with contact information. July field trip to San Simeon will be after the third Friday of that month. It is probably a good idea to make reservations early to get good spots. Danny questioned how far members are willing to drive for field trips, no consensus but willing to carpool.

Membership: Membership list was passed around for updates. Vivian will e-mail a questionnaire to all members for further updates. Vivian to order badges for new members. There are four new membership applications out, 1 new membership.

Programs: Steve did a hands-on program for geode cutting, four saws of different sizes, excellent participation. Club has a DVD on jewelry making/silversmithing available.

Website: Constantly changing with new items added. Website had been largely ignored, over two thousand e-mails (mostly spam). Secretary to be responsible for checking e-mails and responding or forwarding to proper board member.

Publicity: Discussion on how guests had learned of club, responses were newspaper and from the High School show. A commercial spot is available for $40.00 per spot for four showing ($160.00) Members to e-mail CJ if they have any ideas for a commercial. Question as to who is doing Spring Show publicity, no response.

Future Rock Hounds: One new member.

Spring Show-

CJ has an idea for kids to be able to dig faux fossils out of a plaster of Paris and sand mix using a bamboo skewer. CJ will perfect the mix and demonstrate when members stuff bags at her house on March 30th. There will also be a Junior Paleontologist certificate CJ will order from company in Utah. Open front, high-sided boxes from Costco are needed for the fossil digging.

Discussion on doing one “package” with fossil dig and scavenger hunt together for one price. 

Steve brought in a lot of slabs and cloth grab-bags, some needing to be sewn. Members took them home to finish, no consensus on exact technique (drawstrings sewn in/ tied around). Items for grab-bags are needed, rock/dinosaur related items from 99 cent/ Dollar Tree stores. Members will be reimbursed, donations always appreciated. 

Vendors are exempt from sales tax / permits unless they live in the city of Lancaster. All vendors will receive a notice so they will need to notify the company on the notice and give them their ID number and state the event was on state owned property

Poppy Festival-

Steve is willing to do set-up and tear-down

There is an issue regarding insurance blurb added to policy about coverage limited to events with fewer than 500 attendees. The Poppy Festival definitely has over 500 attendees, but we don’t want to insure the whole event. CJ to continue working to resolve issue.

Volunteers are needed to man booth.

Federation News-

Exhibitor and competition applications are available on line for the May 30 – June 2, 2013 show in Ventura. All members encouraged to participate and/or attend. There will be lectures.

Old Business- A down payment was put on a trailer for the club. Board members had looked at several available and believe this to be the best deal. No questions from members.

New Business- 

A woman in Palmdale is having a garage sale on March 9th at 7:00. She is selling items that would be of interest to club members. 355 Sunrise Terrace, Palmdale.

Rock of the Month: Bonnie for a piece of petrified wood. Trophy was not available.

Door Prizes: Ray, Rhonda, Vivian and Christine won.

Badge Drawing: Ellen won, not present, $10.00 added to next drawing.

Adjourned at 9:17 pm.

Antelope Valley Gem & Mineral Club

Board Meeting Minutes- March 12, 2013

All members present except Rick

Call to Order 7:10 pm

No Minutes available for approval

Treasurer’s Report: A new budget is needed , possibly same as last year’s. General expenditures over last year’s budget need to be discussed and approved general meeting. A procedure is needed for reimbursements of expenditures (possibly a report sent prior to Board meetings) where payments can be approved and included in minutes. General Membership needs to know how much money Board members spend out of pocket on items such as ink for printing and endorse reimbursement for these expenses. Treasurer needs a new brief case. Lorelei made a motion for purchase, CJ seconded, all in favor. No price discussed, but assured by Susan it would be reasonable. Also, need to purchase file cabinets for new trailer to store passed financial records currently being stored in Susan’s living room in three suitcases. Ray to shop for used filing cabinets. Treasurer would like to have last year’s financial records audited. Rhonda might possibly audit, CJ to ask her. Need to discuss what to do with non-performing savings account assets at next meeting. No report for approval.

Newsletter: Information, minutes, articles need to be to Susan by Saturday March 16th. Discussion regarding South Central Club’s “awesome” 28 page newsletter. Their members submit personal stories of trips and finds, puzzles such as word searches. We, as a club, need to boost our newsletter with similar articles and possibly submit for CMFS or AMS plaques, prizes or medals. Also need to make kid’s categories more fun and interesting. Susan needs up-dated birthday and anniversary list. Vivian to supply.
Field Trips: Danny prepared two calendars – Vivian to e-mail to members

Publicity: Rick is currently working on Club publicity, need someone to do Spring Show advertising and promotion. No consensus.

Membership: No new members, currently at 30 members, 4 Junior members. Vivian to e-mail updated rooster to current members.

Programs; Ron will demonstrate/instruct on silver soldering at March meeting. April Meeting to be the Ice Cream Social to encourage show discussion and signing of volunteers.

Website: Rhonda is doing a great job! Exhibitors and demonstrators can now get applications on-line.

Future Rock Hounds: Discussed need to recruit more kids. Katie handed out and posted flyers at school. Discussed possible names for Junior Club (AVGM Minors, AVGM Juniors) and when to hold meetings, possibly before General Meeting, and badge program. No consensus.

Spring Show: Discussed price difference in ordering bags in 1,000 vs. 500 item lots (5 cents per bag- $25.00 more for fewer bags). Budget had been approved for $300.00 for bags and stickers, no vote but agreed to reimburse CJ for expenses. 

Lorelei has sold one bundle of tickets for the raffle. Board members were given a bundle each to sell and a flyer was e-mailed describing what is being raffled. Discussed mailing a bundle to each member to sell and selling of tickets at the Poppy Festival. There is a $25.00 prize for selling the most tickets. Lorelei to send a blurb to Susan for the newsletter to generate interest. Susan mentioned that Round Table will print raffle tickets for free with coupons on back, a possibility for next year.

Bag stuffing, critter making and fossil burying is now on March 30th, 1:00 pm at CJ and Ray’s. It is potluck with Ray grilling burgers and tri-tip. CJ needs to know who will be attending and what they’ll bring. Lorelei will bring a dessert.

Vivian has another possible vendor.

Sellers are exempt from taxes as the event is on government property.

Eighty to 100 tables are available to rent at $7.00 per table (quality is debatable) plus $35.00 delivery fee. Club needs at least thirty tables indoors and additional for outside. Set-up for show is Friday night April 26th. 

Need volunteers for set-up/ teardown, Welcome table, kid’s table, food service, baked goods and table loan.

Poppy Festival: Discussed possibility of not having booth due to insurance issues. CJ had received an e-mail that the issue was resolved so we will have a booth. Steve to do set-up/tear-down but is not “running the show”. Need additional volunteers

New Business: CJ has the pink slip for the trailer and Ray will have title transferred to the club but isn’t sure what paperwork is needed. He will go to the AAA. Board agreed to reimburse title transfer expenses. The trailer has been moved the club can hold their meetings there once it has electricity.

Discussed having a more “Show and Tell” approach at club meetings.

Lorelei has almost finished the club book. Needs identification of a few pictures, letters with responses (Congressmen, BLM, etc.). Susan to submit letter from museum. Some debate as to whom to submit book to as CMFS’s deadline has passed and unsure if it can go straight to AMFS.

Lorelei to supply CJ with an article regarding how to keep records for a not-for-profit entity. 

Rock of the Month for March is aquamarine.

Next Board meeting is at Cj and Ray’s, April 9th, 7:00 pm

Adjourned 9:01 pm.
CFMS Director’s Report

What, me again?
Yes! I'm back to give you news from the CFMS.
I will send the CFMS newsletter to you all in an email every month, but I would like to put in our newsletter a few things that pertain to us specifically.
This month I would like to talk about the All American Club Award.
This year, Lorelei has put together a wonderful book of all that we did last year in our club! 
She deserves a huge THANK YOU for taking on this task and putting this thing together!! THANK YOU Lorelei!!!
I believe she will have our completed book to show at our next meeting!
What is it all about? Well, I'm glad you asked!
There is a competition at the CFMS and AFMS levels, between clubs who put together these books. The book itself is a yearly history of what the club did throughout the year. There are subjects that need to be covered, such as shows, CFMS and AFMS involvement, member activities and so on. I believe Lorelei can fill us in on specifics.
Lorelei has also graciously volunteered to put together a book for next year too! It's not an easy task, and I'm sure she would appreciate any help that the rest of us could provide, she will most likely have details as to what she needs at the meeting, so think about what you can contribute to fill the pages for next years competition!
By the way, it's a great way of recording our history and showing how much we've accomplished each year!
Thanks again Lorelei!
CJ
CFMS Director
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AV GEM & MINERAL SHOW


APRIL 27 & 28, 2013
CFMS PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

            “TELL ME WHAT YOU REALLY THINK!” 

Last month I asked you two more questions. I have had one response on the All American Book (AAB) Program and I 

have heard from two people that say they are going to respond to the Junior Rockhound question. I think the lack of response is partly because of the time line required to get the newsletter published and mailed out. I am writing this article on February 27th so it can be into Tom by March 1st, for publishing in April. That does not leave much time for people to respond so I am 

going to discuss the Junior Rockbound program next month. 

 I would like to start by addressing the All American Book Program (AAB). My only response came from the Federation Director of The Mother Lode Mineral Society, my wife, Terry, and here are her thoughts. “Compiling the information for the AAB was a totally rewarding experience for our society. We met monthly in a member’s home armed with papers, photos, and 

documentation for an afternoon or evening workshop that always included a gourmet BBQ, provided by Mike Whittier. Compiling the required information got us talking about ideas on 

how we could improve, expand, or tweak some of the activities we were already involved in and also gave us ideas on how we could become even more involved with our community and CFMS. But more importantly, we found presenting the 

completed book at a general membership meeting showed the membership what a remarkable society they belonged to. It not only made the AAB committee, but also our entire membership, 

proud to say they belonged to the MLMS. Though our book came in second to the El Dorado Gem & Mineral Society in the CFMS competition, a good society to come in second place to, in anything, wedid take first place in the AFMS large society 

competition. One of the AFMS judges said that he wished he lived in our area so he could join our society. What a wonderful compliment. Without hesitation, I would certainly recommend that every society complete an AAB at least once, if for no other reason than to make them aware of what they, as a society, might want to consider doing in the future.” Are there flaws in the program? Sure! Just like any other program that involves a subjective judging process. We lost points because we did not have a representative at the AFMS show that year in spite of the fact they did not have a show because a hurricane caused the show to be cancelled. We misspelled “mussel” “muscle” and 

only one judge caught it. So, it all works out. Was it a chore to do the AAB? No, it was a fun time. Did our society benefit from doing an AAB? YOU BET! It made us a better society and 

helped us improve on our mission statement which is to “expose and educate the general public to thejoys of the Earth Sciences and lapidary arts”. 

Questions for next month: 

WEBSITE AND BULLETIN COMPETITION

 Does your society participate in this competition? If yes why, and if not why not? Do you think that if your editors participated it would make them better editors and make communication within your society more effective? If you already participate, has this program been beneficial to you and your society? 

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS FOR SOCIETIES AND THE CFMS. Does your society send out your newsletter electronically? If yes why, and if not why not? What are your thoughts on the CFMS starting to send out our newsletter electronically instead of mailing out hard copies? All six questions are open for comment. “TELL ME WHAT YOU REALLY THINK”                                        Thank you, Bud

2013 Local CFMS Show Listings

March 23 & 24: TORRANCE, CA

South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society

Ken Miller Recreation Center

3341 Torrance Boulevard

Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4

Bill Sudduth (310) 787-7851

Sudduth3@msn.com
www.palosverdes.com/sblap 

April 12, 13 & 14: VISTA, CA

Vista Gem & Mineral Society

Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum

2040 N. Santa Fe Avenue

Hours: 9-5 Daily

Ray Pearce (760) 726-7570

April 13 & 14: PARADISE, CA

Paradise Gem & Mineral Society

Elks Lodge

6309 Clark

Hours: Sat. 10-5; Sun. 10-4

Manuel Garcia (530) 877-7324

mmpg@att.net
Paradisegem.org 

April 20 & 21: SAN JOSE, CA

Santa Clara Valley Gem & Mineral Society

Santa Clara County Fairgrounds

344 Tully Road, San Jose

Hours: Sat. 10-6; Sun. 10-5 

Frank Mullany (408) 265-1422

info@scvgms.org 

www.scvgms.org 

April 20 & 21: THOUSAN OAKS, CA

Conejp Gem & Mineral Club

Borchard Park Community Center

190 Reino Road (at Borchard Road)

Hours: 10-5 Daily

Rob Sankovich (805) 494-7734

rmsorca@adelphia.net 

April 27 & 28: LANCASTER, CA

Antelope Valley Gem & Mineral Club
Lancaster High School

44701 – 32nd Street West

Hours: 9 am – 5 pm Daily

CJ Quitoriano (661) 209-9092

cjq_62@yahoo.com
www.avgem.weebly.com  

April 27 & 28: SANTA CRUZ, CA

Santa Cruz Mineral & Gem Society

Civic Center Auditorium

Center Street & Church Street

Hours: 10 -5 Daily

Julia Cornblatt (831) 687-0509

scruzmgs@gmail.com 
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